THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
and after Him, the Nation and the Parliament.
(Loud applause.) There your duty is most
important and most sacred, and I pray that your
energies and objects shall realise this sacred
character. As your Emperor and Khalif, I
assure you and, with God's permission, declare
that I have vowed my person to the support of
the Constitution. As Guarantor and Guardian
of your sacred rights, I shall show myself the
enemy and opponent of every act directed against
the Constitution. The Sultanate is Constitu-
tional and liberal. May the All-powerful God
help us in our efforts to assure the safety and
prosperity of the Empire, the Nation, and the
Holy Fatherland !"
The July Revolution, swift, peaceful, national
rather than Mohammedan, from which both the
pachas and the proletariat held aloof until
success was assured, had long been hatching
abroad. A French writer has suggested that it
was Napoleon's soldiers who first sowed the
seeds of revolt in the Near East, but the real
inspiration of nationalism in the Balkans was the
emancipation of Italy. Garibaldi has had many
imitators between the Adriatic and the Euxine,
and in fact, during the last crisis between Servia
and Austria, the streets of Belgrade rang with
cries of " Long live the Nation! Long live the
Servian Piedmont 1"
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